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MDI Considerations for Prescription Drug Monitoring
Programs

«— Back to MDI Webinar Series (https://forensiccoe.org/mdi-webinar-series/)

This webinar originally occurred on November 4th, 2021
Duration: 1 hour ‘

Medical examiners and coroners use a variety of data sources to complete a medicolegal death investigation
(MD]) and make determinations on a cause and manner of death. One of those data sources is state
prescription drug monitoring programs (PDMPs). PDMPs are state-operated databases and medicolegal
surveillance systems that document the dispensing of certain prescription medications to individual
patients. Typically, PDMPs aggregate transactional records of controlled substance prescriptions when
dispensed in outpatient pharmacy settings. This means that a patient receives the medication for in-home
use rather than being administered the medication directly by a healthcare provider within a medical
facility, such as a hospital or clinic. This information can provide critical details on a patient’s history of
treatment for substance use disorder, predicted opioid tolerance, prescribers/dispensers of last contact,
unusual drug utilization patterns, and other investigative clues.

Also, medical examiners'/coroners' (ME/C's) use of PDMPs may itself be an area of new research. For
example, how much time does an ME/C save during an investigation by using PDMP data? Can tools
specific to the ME/C community be developed by PDMPs? Does tracking ME/C's use of the PDMPs provide
any insight or value to understanding the substance use epidemic? The answers to these questions could
provide valuable information to the MDI community and other stakeholders.

Detailed Learning Objectives:

Attendees will be able to:

1.) Identify how ME/Cs use PDMP data for a medicolegal death investigation.

2.) Understand how ME/Cs access PDMPs, how access of PDMPs is tracked in state databases, and what
methods exist for quantifying measures of use.

3.) Gain awareness of new opportunities and barriers for research on ME/C's use of PDMPs.

Presenter:
Chris Delcher, Ph.D. | Epidemiologist and Associate Professor in the Department of Pharmacy Practice and
Science & Director of the Institute for Pharmaceutical Outcomes and Policy at the University of Kentucky

View Archived Webinar Here (https://learning.forensicac.org/course/view.php?id=476)

Funding for this Forensic Technology Center of Excellence event has been provided by the
National Institute of Justice.

Please contact us at ForensicCOE@rti.org (mailto:ForensicCOE@rti.org) for any questions.

Please subscribe to our newsletter _(https://usi.list-manage.com/subscribe?
u=caz2aac5081696c707e¢749d996&id=32592f10b8) for notifications.

{ Privacy - Terms
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Ju:z, Ali R.

From: PA Office of Attorney General <noreply@attorneygeneral.gov>

Sent: Sunday, November 7, 2021 7:18 PM

To: Jury, Ali R,

Subject: ' OAG Coroners’ Education Board Proposal For Course Approval Submission
Attachments: 2021-ceb-mdi-considerations-for-prescription-drug-monitoring-programs-rti-

considerations-for-prescription-drug-monitoring-programs-details.pdf; coroner-course-
application-Earfey.pdf

Name of Course

MD! CONSIDERATIONS FOR PRESCRIPTION DRUG MONITORING PROGRAMS

Total Hours

1 hour

Cost
Free
Address

hitps://forensiccoe.org/
Map ft

Date{s) of Course
11/04/2021 (archived}
Presenter Name
DR. CHRIS DELCHER
Address

University of Kentucky Lexington, KY
Map it

Contact Person to enroll in course
https:/iforensiccoe.org/

Telephone Number of Contact Person
(866) 252-8415

Submitted by:
Nelson Earley

Email Address

nelson.earley@alleghenycounty .us
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Pennsylvania Office of Attorney General
Strawberry Square
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717-787-3391
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